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MIDLAND'S PIONEER FAMILIES 

This month we continue printing some of the series of articles with 
interviews of Midland pioneers which appeared in the Midland Sun newspaper 
February through May, 1924. 

----- ===== ----- ===== ----
April 10, 1924. LEONARD REED - This interview with Leonard Reed is 

continued from the previous issue of PIONEER RECORD. 

This man was a pioneer in the true sense of the term in that he was a 
trapper and hunter, but always for big game. And, today at the age of almost 
82 he will dare any man that he can shoot the head of a partridge at every 
shot. 

He has killed as high as 26 deer in one fall, but the meat was never 
wasted. He tells of a hand-to-hand encounter with a big buck when the only 
weapon he had was a knife. He managed after a hard struggle to cut the 
buck's throat. It's horns among the finest specimens in the county, adorns 
his home today. 

He tells of shooting bear from the front porch of his home just above 
the forks. He also recalls a near fight with the biggest bear he ever 
remembers seeing. This was in Montcalm county. He sighted the bear and 
taking his ax as he cautiously crept closer. As he leaped to strike the bear 
between the shoulders with the ax, he fell short of his mark. The bear 
turned and faced him. He glared at the bear and the bear glared at him. HI 
had often heard it said that a wild animal could be looked out of 
countenance. I believe it can be done because that bear turned his head ever

Hso slightly and then suddenly he wheeled and ran. 
In a close shave with a catamount near sanford, he bested the animal in 

a hand-to-hand conflict and when he drew its hind legs up over his back and 
shoulders, its front feet and head laid on the ground. In this manner he 
dragged the animal to his house. He recalls that John w. Lean was a strong 
rival hunter. 

His prowess as a trapper was the envy of all. He recalls selling coon 
and muskrat skins to John Eastman. At one time he sold him ten mink? skins 
for $100. Eastman's store at the time was located over the HHole in the wall 
saloon H on the east side of Benson street near the Orr Bean & Grain 
company's office building. 

No doubt the identity of this fiddler, woodsman, hunter, and trapper 
has been suggested to many of the pioneers . The interesting character of 
this article is Leonard S. Reed., now residing near sanford. 

Mr. Reed was born in webster township, washtenaw county on April 20? 
1842 and came to Midland in the fall of 1862. He was united in marriage to 
Caroline, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Patterson on March 23, 1865. Mrs Reed 
died about two years ago. Mr. Reed has been a passenger many times on the 

(continued on page 3) 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

This PIONEER RECORD is intended to contain useful genealogical 
information, but it is also the main vehicle for communication with you, the 
members. since it is only published four times a year, I want to touch on a 
few things that will be happening before I write again. 

At the october meeting I asked for volunteers for the Book Committee. 
Let me describe what is involved in that activity. Over the past eight years 
our society has donated nearly $4300 to the library for the purchase of 
books for the genealogical collection. usually the library has matched our 
donation and the collection now numbers some 800 books. Our committee 
normally meets a couple of time to draw up a list of book recommendations. 
We try to limit our selections to books and other materials that pertain to 
Michigan and the states from which substantial migration has come. Some of 
these are the original thirteen colonies (MA, RI, CN, PA, NY, VA, etc.) as 
well as OH, IN, KY, and TN and the province of ontario. If you have seen a 
book you think we should recommend or have any other suggestions, let me 
know. I still have an opening on the committee an I hope to fill it soon. 

Since the May meeting will be devoted to the FIRST FAMILIES OF MIDLAND 
COUNTY program and awards, we will need to move our election of officers up 
one month to April. That means the nominating committee will have to start 
earlier. I will be calling on some of you soon to help with that. We need a 
few new officers to blend in with the experienced ones, so be thinking about 
the roll you would like to play on YOUR organization. 

Jo Brines did a nice job of explaining our budget for 1991+1992 at the 
last meeting. Membership dues are expected to be $937.50 (based in 75 
singles and 15 couples). Through October 16 we are still a couple of hundred 
dollars short of that number. since dues are our main source of income, we 
should all try to encourage friends to become members and urge former 
members to return to the group! The income we are expecting from First 
Families will be needed to cover project costs (the main objective is to 
encourage genealogy). society Book sales are not expected to contribute much 
profit this year. And, In spite of Jo's efforts, the interest on our CD, 
checking account and savings is pretty low due to current monetary policy. I 
don't mean to sound too gloomy, but our budgeted library book purchases of 
$600 may be a bit ambitious. Jo and your board of directors will be watching 
these things through the year. In the meantime, help bring in NEW MEMBERS! 

The OBITUARY PROJECT continues to make progress. The Midland Republican 
data from 1924-1927 has been transferred from Apple ProDOS format to MS-DOS. 
If ANYONE has any OBIT PROJECT DATA ON DISK, please let me or Ora Flaningam 
know. We still have some lists that will have to be scanned (at a dollar a 
page) if we can't find the disks from which the lists were made. with regard 
to the PROBATE PROJECT, Ralph Hillman is still willing to brief anyone 
interested in helping Florence wise who has taken over the leadership. We 
have designed a form for abstracting the desired information. And, Diana 
Butcher will help anyone willing to inventory their TOWNSHIP RECORDS. she 
and Merilyn McGinnis found things in Homer Township that don't exist 
anywhere else. 

Thanks to Gayle Hanna, we've got some good PROGRAMS COMING UP. This 
month we hear about the Burton Library and in January, Ralph Hillman will 
tell us how we might use a professional Genealogist. See you on Nov . 20th 
... and BRING A NEW MEMBER I 

WOr\D£N 
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Midland Pioneer Families. (continued from page 1) 

old river boat Belle Seymour, between Midland and saginaw, when James Bean 
was captain: Dan osborn, Wheelman, and Joseph Dagle, fireman. Bean succeeded 
charley Case as captain. 

He remembers when grading for the old F. & P. M. road bed just east of 
the Benson street crossing that a number of Indian skeletons were unearthed. 

He also recalls that it was early in February, that he saw an Indian 
squaw chopped down a "coon tree," a big elm on the osborn farm, about three 
miles up the Tittabawassee, and when the tree fell her dogs killed 11 coons. 

Mr. Reed could speak the Chippewa language so well that he found no 
difficulty conversing with the Indians. He has a fine collection of arrow 
heads. 

He spent one winter in the lumber woods a little south of curtis, where 
a long stave mill was operated. The mill town was located a few miles west 
of Camp 16. 

As the forests were cleared away and game became less plentiful he 
turned his attention to farming has spent 39 years on his farm a few miles 
from sanford. 

----- ===== ----- ===== ----- ===== ----- ===== 
April 10, 1924. MR. and MRS. W.A. FINNEY - To have ridden and conversed 

with General sheridan at the time he was making his famous ride "from 
Winchester twenty miles away" of civil War history is the part played by a 
Midland citizen in that drama of the birth of a nation. 

This Midland citizen was a private in the ranks and had no intention, 
inclination or desire to accompany "Fighting phil" on his mad race to rally 
his men and whip the rebels. But fate willed otherwise. 

It all happened because of the pranks of a horse, and Walter A. Finney 
was the victim. 

colonel Fisk's horse had become frightened and had the officer about 
tired out when the colonel called Finney from the ranks to help him pacify 
the animal. As the officer dismounted Finney grabbed the bridle reins, but 
the horse lunged and he failed to mount. The animal kept going at a wild 
pace with Finney hanging on, and he says, it seemed he was dragged almost a 
mile before he was able to land in the saddle and then it was some time 
before he fully gained control of the frightened steed. 

By that time he was far from the scene of battle and rode on until he 
came to a turnpike just at the break of day. It was here he met Sheridan and 
became his companion for a few miles of that famous ride. 

Sheridan asked him where he was going and Finney replied that he didn't 
know, adding that he had so far been forced to go where ever the horse took 
him. They dashed on for a ways and Finney was about to turn into another 
road when Sheridan wheeled his horse and asked, "where are the Rebels?" 
Finney replied, "They now occupy our position." Sheridan answered, "Just 
where I want them, and we'll lick hell out of them before night" and dashed 
on. It was here he recognized the officer as sheridan, and Finney, 
fascinated, followed him to the front. "And Sheridan did lick hell out of 
them Rebs," said Mr. Finney with emphasis. 

Finney _delivered the horse to his colonel's aide and joined his 
company. He had lost his gun and went into the fight without one. His 
colonel, noticing this, demanded to know what he was doing there without a 
gun. "I'll get one soon," answered Finney, and he did, picking up one from a 
soldier in his company as he fell mortally wounded. 

If one digs deep into the history of that momentous event he will learn 
that the Confederate forces received all sheridan promised as he drove them 
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out of the shenandoah valley forever. 
Its prominence is due to the romantic and the spectacular of the poet's 

well known lines, which perhaps are better known to the reader than the 
details of the events causing the "famous ride. " 

This ride is real and indelibly written upon Mr. Finney's memory, and 
the lines of the poet stirs within him the love he cherished for his 
favorite general of that war. 

Mr. Finney served his country, enduring all the hardships of war, and 
fought in 22 battles. But, by another prank of fate he missed taking part in 
the battle of Gettysburg. 

At that time he was in the Chestnut Hill hospital in Philadelphia. When 
the call came to the hospital for all the men able to go, he was one of the 
number selected. The soldiers were sent to Washington by water, but arrived 
too late to be sent to the scene of the battle. He was present when General 
Lee's troops surrendered their arms at Appomattox Court House, Va., on April 
12, 1865. 

Following the battle of cedar creek his company went into winter 
quarters about 20 miles west of winchester, but they were soon ordered into 
winter quarters at Petersburg. 

History says: "While Richmond was blazing, Lee's troops in Petersburg 
were quitting so secretly that they were many miles away when the Federal 
pickets discovered, at dawn, that the entrenchments before them were 
entirely abandoned." Mr. Finney was one of the pickets referred to above and 
was the first to signal from the top of the breastworks to his comrades that 
the way was clear. He also did picket duty at Fort Hell, a confederate 
stronghold near Petersburg. 

Mr. Finney was born in Hillsdale county near the little town of Bankers 
on May 27, 1843. Mrs. Finney was born at Swan creek in saginaw county on 
January 13, 1846. They were united in marriage in saginaw on January 7, 
1863. 

On the 7th of last January they quietly celebrated the 61st anniversary 
of their wedding at their home on Pine street. They have the honor to be 
among the oldest married couples in the united states. 

Mrs. Finney's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ephraim Brailey, came from 
Massachusetts and settled in Saginaw county in 1822. They lived in Swan 
creek for a number of years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Finney, having no children of their own, adopted and 
raised five children, but all are now dead. Mrs. Finney is the only one 
living out of a family of nine children. 

Mr. Finney has a brother, Frank in Hillsdale, whom he has not seen 
since 1871. It is now planned that this brother will visit Mr. Finney next 
May. He has another brother, cornelius, whom he has not heard from for over 
two years.

Mr. Finney came to Saginaw county with his parents in december 1859. He 
found work in the lumber woods and for a time his work alternated between 
the lumber woods in winter and the saw mills in summer. He worked for some 
time in the mill at carlton. 

He enlisted in Brooklyn, N.Y., on February 8, 1864 in company C, 65th 
New York, and was discharged on July 25, 1865. 

Soon after being discharged he returned to saginaw and took up farming 
and worked the Dr. I.N. smith farm for three years. This farm was located on 
the north side of the city and later became a part of the fair ground. It is 
now included in the residence section. 

They moved to Midland county in 1891 and located on the sheldon farm 
near the county farm. Later they purchased a home near the city water works 
from samuel McReavy. 
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Mr. Finney's first visit to Midland, however, was in 1866 and he was 
here many times before becoming a citizen of the county. He spent one winter 
in a logging camp on the Big Cedar and three winters in camps near "16". 
Later he spent one winter driving a "tote" team between saginaw and "16", 
always stopping at the Axford House. When in Midland he stopped at the old 
American House. he tells of many wild scenes at Camp 16, now Edenville. 

Mrs. Finney, quiet and unassuming, though endowed with the 
determination of her New England ancestors to see right and justice prevail, 
has faced experiences that would daunt most women. 

Backed by this determination she surmounted a mountain of obstacles 
including officers, White House attendants and clerks during civil War days 
and undaunted fought her way into the presence of Abraham Lincoln an secured 
from him a 30 day furlough for her husband. 

Despite Lincoln's promise to her the maze of red tape was so long 
unwinding that she grew discouraged and was at the depot in Washington in 
the act of purchasing her ticket for Saginaw, when her husband appeared on 
the scene with his furlough. 

When asked how the Great Emancipator impressed her she quickly replied: 
"The homeliest man I ever laid my eyes on. When he arose from his chair to 
talk to me he was so tall, and it seemed his hands reached to his knees. He 
was kindly, but seemed so sad. He was very kind to me." 

Mrs. Finney says she explained to him who she was, why she was there, 
what she wanted and that she also told him Mr. Finney had cast his first 
ballot for him. But just why she told him this, she didn't know. She has 
always thought that it pleased him, however. 

Her recollection of Lincoln and the white House were vividly impressed 
upon her memory and despite the cause of her visit to the nation's capitol 
during the 'stirring days of the war' she recalls many harrowing experiences 
of that trip. 

In the spring of '64 a message from the war department advised her of 
Mr. Finney's death at the Findley hospital in Washington. she immediately 
took the train, the first one she had ever seen, at saginaw for Washington. 
Arriving in Baltimore she was delayed several hours and tells of being 
"fleeced" out of $12.50 for a ticket to washington. Arriving there late in 
the afternoon she states that guards seemed to be stationed everywhere. she 
was not allowed to go to the hospital until the next morning when a guard 
accompanied her. 

But the whim of fate had again intervened and she found Mr. Finney 
alive, recovering from typhoid fever. she tells of staying so late at the 
hospital one evening that she was sent to spend the night with the laundry 
girls. At 9 o'clock the candles were put out. A little later t~e girls 
tacked quilts over the windows and relighted the candles, but ~nstantly a 
tap was heard on the window and a voice informed them they would be reported 
the next morning. The girls not wanting Mrs. Finney to become involved, 
helped her to escape early the following morning. 

Although she was searched before being allowed to enter the hospital 
she tells of smuggling oranges to her husband. They would go out on the lawn 
back of the hospital and bury the orange peel replacing the sod carefully. 

she made friends with he sick and injured in the hospital and one 
soldier - a mere boy - believed her to be his sister. He gave her a string 
of beads which she values as a "keepsake." 

(This interview with Mrs. & Mrs. Finney will be concluded in the next 

Pioneer ReCord) 
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**** SHELFSIDE **** 


RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE GENEALOGICAL COLLECTION OF G.A. DOW LIBRARY 


929.373 	 Gateway to the West. 

929.373 	 1990 supplement to Philby Passenger & Immigration List Index. 

929.1 	 From Generation to Generation. How to Trace Your Jewish 
Genealogy and Personal History. by Kurzweil. 

929.2 	 17th century colonial Ancestors. Supplements #2 1979-1988 of 
Members of the National society of Colonial Dames. XVII 
century 1915-1988. 

929.373 	 American wills & Administrations in the prerogative Court of 
canterbury 1610-1857. by P.W. coldham. 

929.1 	 Kinship - It's all Relative by J.S. Arnold. 

929.2 	 Tidewater virginia Families. by V.L.H. Davis. donated by Pat & 
Bill worden. 

929.3774 	 Born in ohio Living in southwest Michigan ln 1860. GLYNDWR 
Resources. 

323.623 	 American Naturalization Processes & Procedures 1790-1985. by 
John J. Newman. 

NO NUMBER Michigan Death Index 1867+1868. Michigan Dept. of Pub. Health. 

NO NUMBER 	 A History & Genealogy of the Families of Howland, Brown, Follett 
vanDyke, Lamb, spaulding, & Davidson with Related Lines of 
Treat, Botsford, Parker, Burwell, clark, Andrews, Symmonds, 
Burnaman, Ashbuck & smith. Vol. 2 by symmonds. 

929.3741 Maine Probate Abstracts. vol. I & II. by John Eldridge Frost. 


929.3089 The Original scots colonists, 1612-1783. 


929.3743 Vermont 1771 Census. 


971.5 	 New Brunswick Loyalists. by sharon Dubeau. 


929.3774 	 Marriage records of Monroe Co., MI. 

929.1 	 Genealogists Address Book. by Bentley. 

929.3 	 pierce's colonial Lists. Donated by Dorothy Wilson. 

973.89 	 Michigan volunteers of '98. spanish American War. Donated 

by Linda Petrick. 


NO NUMBER old Genealogists Never Die They Just Lose Their Census. 


929.2ch ontarian Families, Vol. I & II. by Edward M. Chadwick. 
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**** SHELFSIDE (continued) **** 

929.3774 	 Michigan 1870 Census. Vol. I. Library of Michigan. 

929.1 	 The Handy Book for Genealogists. 1991. 

929.374 	 New England Genealogical Research. A Guide to Sources. 
compiled by Kip Sperry. 

929.2 	 Ancestors and Descendants of Glenn and Lulu Jones Stanford. 
by willis D. stanford. 

929.3774 	 Michigan Surname Index. Vol. II. Mich. Genealogical council. 
1989. 

===== ----- ===== ----- ===== ----- ==== 

FIRST FAMILIES OF MIDLAND COUNTY - WORKSHOPS 

If you are interested in collecting information on your family for the 
First Families of Midland county project but don't know where to start, you 
might be interested in the following workshop dates. Volunteers from the 
society will be available to aid you on what information is needed and where 
to look. The workshops will be held at the Grace A. Dow Library, Conference 
room D, 10 a.m. to noon. 

1) November 16, 1991 2) January 18, 1992 
2) February 15, 1992 4) March 21, 1991. 

The project will honor anyone who had ancestors in Midland county prior 
to December 1894 and will continue to December 1994. If you need 
applications for the project, write to Maxine Mccullen, 1744 smith's 
crossing Rd., Midland, MI 48640. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

FOR SALE - THREE GENEALOGY SOFTWARE PACKAGES 

1 LDS Personal Ancestral File 2.1, MS-DOS computers, never used. $25. 
1 LDS Personal Ancestral File 2.1, Apple 2E, used once. $20. 
1 Quinsept Family Roots for Apple 2E, Version 2 .. $75 (cost new $195) 

Call Marion Berry - (517) 631-3057. 

»»> ««< »»> ««< »»> ««< 

ANOTHER GENEALOGICAL SOURCE 

At an LDS Family History Center in your area, ask to see the CD-ROM 
listings of deceased social security recipients. using the name, location 
and date of death as guides you will find such information as dates of birth 
and death and last place of residence and social security number. with a 
number you can then apply for a printout of the social security application 
for $7 from the Dept. of Health & Human services, SS Administration. Attn: 
Freedom of Information officer, 4-J-9 west High Rise Bldg. 6401 security 
Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21235. 
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~IDLAND COUNTY GENEAL06ICAL SOCIE TY MEMBERSHIP 1991-1992 AS OF 11103/91 

LAST NAME First Nue St ree t Cit Y State lip Phone 

ADAMS TAIIIIY 147 N. 5 IlIlE IIIDLAND MI 48640 835-2403
ALLEN ERIN 715 CHARLES DR OCEANSIDE CA 92057
ANDERSON JUDY 3705 LAI/NDALE IIIDLAND III 48642 631-6599
AN6ER MAR6E ~ CLEIION 960 NOYES DR RT 9 I1IDLAND 111 48640 839-9545
BABCOCl: ORENE ~ SID 1190 II STEIIART RD I1IDLAND 111 48640 835-5925
BAKER LOIS 3273 PATTERSON RD FREElAND MI 48623 631-9549 
BESB I1ARIAN O. 3700 BLARNEY DRIVE MIDLAND 111 48640 631-0506 
BEllOUS BETTY 6100 JEFFERSON 11418 mLAND 111 48640
BERRY MAR ION 5813 WOODBRID6E IIIDLAND 11 I 48640 631-3057
BLmER ElVA 515 E ASHIIAN IIIDLAND I!I 48642 835-1368
BOUL TON BARBARA 2740 BOMBAY I1IDLAND III 48642 
BRANDLE MARCIA 3615 LAIINDALE DR MIOLAHD ~[ 48642 832-9430 
BREAULT GWEN 578 PETERSON DR SANFORD 111 48657 687-2587 
BRINES JOANNE 4300 CASTlE DR I1ID L.-\HD 111 48640 832-8312 
BUTCHER DIANA 660 E OLSON RO IIIDLAND III 48640 B35-4528 
CARR BETTY J 13318 DIllE HIiY LOT 127 HOL LY 111 48442 634-4555 
CASADONTE RUTH ANN 5104 NURI11 I1ID L ~ND 111 48640 835-5115 
CEll AlICE ~ JERRY 1820 LAIIRENCE DR 111 DUND 111 48640 631-9564 
CHASE VIR6INIA ~ HAROLD 1221 LAUREl AVE VEN(!: FL 34292 544-2267
COOK BARBARA ~ JAI1ES 4308 CASTlE DR I1W .; ,~D 111 48640 631-6595 
COURT llDA ~ ROllAHD 416 CENTER ST Rt 3 COL C:'!AN 111 48618 465-6015 
CROSBY EVEl YN 1024 EDDY RD BEA'iERTON 111 48612 435-7394 
DAVIS I1ARJORY 110 II NElSON II/OLAND 111 48640 835-1924 
OePLONTY HElEN 4130 E BAKER RD IIIDlAND 111 48640 835-4013 
DICKERT JACK 611 CIIA THAll DR IIIDLAND 111 48642 835-8768 
OlESEN milA 5802 FlmOOR IIIDLAND 111 48640 832-8485 
DOMINSKI STANLEY P 0 BOI 505 FLORAL CITY Fl 32636 
DUBEY ANHEllE 2003 RAPANOS IIIDLAND MI 48642 832-8746 
EN6DAHL IIRS PAULINE 3724 S ST JOSEP~ ST. SOUTH BEND IN 46614 
ERRATT IIARll YN (JAN) 2152 LYNN SANFC~D 111 48657 687-2932 
ETTIN6ER RICHARD 23155 HAil THORNE FARIII~6TON 111 48024 476-8689 
FA6LEY EVElYN" BIlL 2700 GL ENDALE "IDLAND MI 48642 839-9658 
FLANIN6AIt ORA 3227 E. STEIIART RD. I1IDLAND 111 48640 835-3227 
FOI BAR8ARA 1823 EASTLAMN APT 1-4 I1IDLAND MI 48642 631-5713 
FRANKLIN SHIRLEY 2301 KENT RD FREElAND MI 48623 835-5996 
GEHOSKl ESI1E 4964 S CARTER AUBURN 111 48611 662-6322 
HAMLIN I1ARJORIE B 2205 E CDLLEGE AYE VISAlIA CA mn 
HANLEY IIARIE 1520 SAYRE IIIDLAliD MI 48640 835-1~09 
HANNA GAYLE " JAIIES 3000 I1T VERHON It 1DLAliD 111 48642 631-4369 
HAYES lEE 6431 WELIIHURST AYE. LITTlETON co 80123 
HECHT ARlENE 3630 I1ANDO CT COLEIlAN MI 48618 465-1363 
HELVEY JUDY 3324 FAIRlANE • ~IDLAND 111 48640 835-8678 
HIlLltAN RALPH 4302 JAIIES DR. IIIOLAND MI 48642 83~-9070 
HOCK GALE 7071 IIlDDLE RD. HOPE III 48628 689-3763 
HODGES REBECCA " ROBERT 3211 RI6GIE IIIDLAND . M1 48640 631-5582 
HOERGER HELEN HIS ANDRE IIIDLAND 111 48642 835-4661 
HOYLE NlKI 1902 E ASHIIAN mLAND III 48642 631-2083 
HUMPHREY NANCY 2903 I1T YERNON I1IDLAND MI 48642 631-5123 
HUNO SHARON L. Rt 5 BOX 46 CORINTH RD LAFAYETTE 6A 30728 638-1352 
HUNTINGTON SHERRY 1529 AUSTlH LINCOLN pm III 48146 
HURLEY HANCY ~ /!IKE 118 VARNER CT IIIDLAND 111 48640 631-0928 
KEElEY TERRY 3811 E ISABELLA RD IIIDLAND III 48640 631-2766 
KE Icm BEVERL Y 4107 SWEDE I1IDLAND 11 I 48642 631-9455 
nLm RANDALL 5'33 WmSlER SANFORD I! 1 48657 687 -7206 
KElLER MARJORIE II 593 II KESSLER SANFORD III 48657 687-7206 
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MIDLAND COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEHBERSHIP 1991-1992 AS OF 11103/91 

LAST NAME First Nale Street Ci ty State lip Phone 

KENNEDY MARJORIE ~ ROBERT 2515 E SUGHET MIDLAND HI 48640 832 -3593KENNETT BONNIE ~ BILL 4209 ARBOR DR MIDLAND I 48640M 835-9494
KINDEL BERNICE E Rt 2 BOX 2280 FOREST GROVE OR 97116 357-7001ms LUCILLE 5417 SUNSET MIDLAND MI 48640 631-5640
lACKlE NANCY 565 PETERSON SANFORD 48657III 687-5327
lAUR ROSE IIARY 2589 LAKEVIEW DR SANFORD HI 48657-9547 687-5197 
LEE HELEN 2410 ROOD IIIDlAND III 48640 835-6932
LLOYD IIARSARET 4276 PINCONNIN6 RD RHODES 48652~I 879-5798
I!ASS ROBERT 0 5205 VAN BUREN ST IIIDlAND ~I 48642 835-8519
IIASTIC lE ROY 1500 WIlOWOOD /fIDlAND MI 48642 835-7847
MC CULLEN IIAX INE ~ SERAlD 1755 SMITH CROSSING MIDLAND III 48640 832 -8749
IIC SINNIS MARIL YN 567 WOODCOCX RD MIDLAND MI 48640 631-5484
MILLER HARRIETTE 4610 JEFFERSON MIDLAND MI 48642 835-4866 
mmAH lONE 508 CAPITOL MIDLAND MI 48642 835-6205 
MlLlS MARQUERlTE 68 VINDAlE RD RT I TAmES Fl 32778 
NELSON JUDlTH 6219 STURSEON CRK PK mlAND MI 48640 832 -0675 
NOLO HELEN 307 CHERRY VIEW DR. I1IDlAND III 48642 832-2937 
PARSONS VIRGINIA W 3721 ISABELLA MIDLAND III 48640 835-5248 
PEASE MARY lOU 2120 HIll6ROVE PKWY MIDLAND MI 48642 631-8536 
PENDElL KAREN S 1408 BAYBERRY lAHE MIDLAND MI 48640 835-8102 
POINDEXTER ELAINE 414 E SUSNEr MIDlAHD MI 48642 832-3280 
POI"~Am AUDREY STAR RT 49 BOX 36B ECKERMN MI 49728 
RENNIE REVA 1624 VERMONT DR ELK SROVE VIlLA6E IL 60007 
SCHNEIDER NORM 1018 WILLARD mlAND MI 48642 935-5494 
SCIIIIEITZER SHIRlEY Ir rEN 516 CRESCENT DR I1IDLAND MI 48640 631-1219 
SEARLE THOI!AS l 211 S RANDOLPH PRINCETON Il 61356 
SHIER Dum y 215 WST. AHDREWS DR mlAND 111 48640 835-3278 
SHRIER JAYNE Ir [EN 1507 CLOVER lANE mlAND MI 48640 835-6900 
SlORY SARY 115 RIPLEY mlAND MI 48640 839-0011 
SOIlERYILLE JOAN 3217 W~mmY mlAND MI 48640 835-4835 
STIBLETON lEO 6 BURRElL CT mLAHD MI 48640 835-3210 
STEElE ROSE 2832 I!C CULLOCK RD BEAVERTON 111 48612 435-7157 
STRAlEY . HARRIET RTE 4 BOX 35 YAN NERT OH 458'31 
STULL DANIEL 1113 NPARK DR I!IDLAND MI 48640 832-3154 
TANNER KAREN . 

' 
, 
, P.O. BOX 58J38 FA IRBANr:S AK 99711 

TOl!llNSON DONALD II 26 DONCASTER DR BRAIIAlEA ONT CAN l6TIS7 
TRUI1BlE "ARJORIE 2166 SCHAFFER "IDLAND "I 48640 689-4966 
VOSBURGH BETTY JO • THEODORE 5419 (HOllWOOD BEAVERTON 111 48612 435-9083 

~liARD GILBERT . .. 
- 1007 BALFOUR I!IDlAHD 111 48640 835-6292 

IIEII!ER DAVID 2317 II WALTER RD SANFORD "I 48657 465-6344.
WISE flORENCE 4013 lONELl CT IIIDLAND 111 48642 832-8673 
NORDEll PAT Ir BIlL 1201 GLENDALE I!IDLAND "I 48642 631-7801 
YONKERS JULIA 1216 DILlONAY I!IDlAND 111 48640 631-3444 
lILINCIr SANDRA 33 PINE COURT SANFORD 111 48657 687-5729 
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MIDLAND GENEALOGICAL SOC. - OBITUARY PROJECT REPORT - NOV. 1991 
This project consists of an index of obituaries taken from the Midland 

Times, 1872-1875; Midland Republican, 1872-1927, and the Midland Sun, 1890
through Feb., 1927. The work has been ongoing for several years and was done 
by many volunteers from the society. Pat and Bill Worden recently completed 
the 1924-1927 Republican indexes. This completed the initial typing of the 
data. The data was typed into computers and later printed out, but with the 
passage of time, a number of computer disks from the early work have 
disappeared. The present status of the work is as follows. 

Paper Years Pages Comments 

Times 1872-1875 1.5 No Disk 
Republican 1872-1885 6 No disk 

1885-1887 6 No disk 
1888-1890 6 No disk 
1891-1896 27 No disk 
1897-1901 16 DISK, multiple files 
1902-1910 29 No disk 
1911-1912 5 DISK 
1913-1915 13 No disk 
1916-1919 19 DISK, multiple files 
1920-1923 22 DISK, multiple files 
1924-1927 13 DISK, multiple files 

Sun 1890-1920 103 DISK, single file 
1921-1922 8 No disk 
1923-1924 10 No disk 
1925-1926 14 No disk 

Total 281 For 92 pages there is no disk. 

This is an improvement over spring, 1991 since several missing 
diskettes containing about 30 pages were recently found. There are about 52 
names per page, which means the missing data amounts to about 4280 
obituaries. 

The data on the disks were in several different formats (Kaypro, CP/M, 
IBM, Apple, Commodore) and from different types of programs (wordprocessor, 
database, spreadsheet), etc. Also the Republican data were in mUltiple files 
that needed to be combined. We have taken the various files and transferred 
them to IBM and using a wordprocessor have combined, sorted, and reformatted 
them into a common style. It has taken two of us several weeks to do this 
working part-time. Reformatting the available files is now about 80% 
complete. 

If the missing files were available it would be possible to also 
combine them, sort and reprint them. 

To recover the missing data, it must either be re-input by hand, or 
re-input using a data scanner. The data scanner method can be done, but it 
will cost about the same as having a professional typist do it. It will, 
however, be much faster. 

since the data are now organized, re-input by hand will be easier than 
the first time, but still time consuming. 

We are planning to retype at least some of the smaller files and if 
anyone could help us with this work, please call us at 835-3227. 

Ora Flaningam 
Donalee Flaningam 
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OBITUARIES FROM THE MIDl.AND SUN 1890 THROUGH 1920 

Last Name First Name Birth Mon/D Death Mon/D Paper Year MO/Day/pg Commente 

Hawley 
Hawley 
Hawley 
Hawley 
Hawley 
Hawley 
Haworth 
Haworth 
Haworth 
Hayden 
Hayes 
Hayes 
Hayee 
Haye 
Hayward 
Hazen 
Heald 
Heald 
Hearne 
Heath 
Hecox 
Hector 
Heffernan 
Hefthaler 
Heindel 
Heitkamp 
Hemingway 
Hemingway 
Hemetead 
Henderson 
Henderson 
Henderson 
Heneline 
Henry 
Henry 
Henry 
Henry 
Henaon 
Hepinstall 
Hepinetall 
Hepinetall 
Hepinetall 
Hepinstall 
Hepinstall 
Hepner 
Heppner 
Heppner 
Heppner 
Heppner 
Herrell 
Herrick 
Herring 
Herringshaw 
flees 
Hese 
Hettler 
Hewins 
Hewins 
Hewitt 
Hewlett 
Hichcock 
Hickerson 
Hickereon 
Hickereon 
Hickl!'rson 
Hickey 
Hickey 
Hickling 
Hickling 
Hickling 
Hickling 
Hickling 
Hickling 
Higby 
Higby 
Higgine 
Higgina 
Higgins 
Higgins 
Higgins 
Higgins 
Higgins 
Higge 

(male) 
(twin babies) 
Dan 
Ida 
Mrs 
Mrs Ezra 
Everett C 
Everett C 
Gerald Clemence 
Mary 
(twin boys) 
Mina 
Mrs 
James S 
Walter M 
Florence 
Eugenia 
Perley C 
Emily 
Mrs E 
Henry 
Charlee 
Mrs Thomas 
Arthur 
(child) 
Peter 
George F 
Mrs 
Sarah 
Emma 
Mary 
Mrs James 
(infant) 
Benetto 
Effie McCallan 
Medra P 
Wallace Leroy 
Mr 
(infant) 
Lucille 
Mrs 
Robert 
Robert 
Vera B 
John 
(child) 
(infant) 
Fred 
Fred 
Orval 
Mrs James 
Mary 
Mre Joeeph 
Earl 
Roaanna 
Glen 
Henry E 
Suean 
Mary 
Walter 
Samuel J 
Mrs L 
Virgeal 
Virgil 
William Scott 
Mrs 
Patrick J 
Arthur 
Catherine 
James F 
Luther B 
Margaret 
Mrs Glenn 
Mr 
Walter 
Albert 
Albert 
Anna Fair 
Billy Gordon 
Mr 
Mrs John 
Rev Francis E 
Arthur 

1893 
]894 
]89] 

1901 
1918 
1918 
1918 
1919 
1913 
1917 
1901 
1901 
]895 
1918 
1920 
1908 
1915 
1914 
1901 
1908 
1913 
1914 
1919 
1897 
1918 
1894 
]898 
1917 
1918 
1891 
1911 
1917 
1916 
1915 
1920 
1910 
1916 
1901 
1907 
1899 
1902 
1902 
1908 
1919 
1892 
1910 
1918 
1918 
1910 
1897 
1892 
1917 
1909 
1912 
]919 
1900 
1902 
1910 
1920 
1896 
1909 
1908 
1908 
1911 
1035 
1914 
1916 
1911 
1917 
1916 
1901 
1914 
1905 
1905 
1915 
1910 
1915 
19]8 
1895 
1890 
1915 
1914 

06/23/08 
08/31/08 
04/30/01 
]0/09/01 
01/11/07 
]0/24/03 
09/12/01 
09/]9/01 
02/06/05 
04/]0/05 
]0/25/02 
11/22/05 
1]/22/05 
]2/06/05 
07/1]/01 
09/09/0] 
08/07/0] 
0]/07/0] 
07/30/0] 
03/22/05 
10/30/05 
09/25/01 
]0/15/05 
11/06/01 
09/24/05 
10/17/0] 
11/23/05 
04/]5/08 
08/09/02 
05/16/08 
10.22/04 
07/13/05 
12/13/08 
]0/26/0] 
03/]8/01 
11/11/0] 
11/18/0] 
08/24/03 
07/05/01 
09/20/08 
08/04/08 
01/24/08 
01/17/01 
09/25/01 
11/30/07 
09/08/09 
]0/14/01 
07/04/05 
07/11/0] 
08/26/01 
]2/17/05 
10/]3/07 
03/0]/05 
04/16/04 
]2/12/01 
11/27/06 
10/]9/05 
12/12/0] 
07/22/0] 
04/01/01 
04/10/06 
04/30/08 
12/18/05 
12/18/08 
03/17/0] 
10/03/05 
07/23/05 
02/03/01 
01/20/01 
06/28/05 
]0/05/0] 
07/05/01 
04/02/01 
05/05/08 
05/05/0] 
0]/07/0] 
]0/]4/0] 
06/03/01 
]2/12/05 
01/25/04 
11/06 
01/07/0] 
07/23/08 

Son of Henry 
Bur in Hope 
Bur at Sanford 
Bra: G Visgar 
Funeral in Barnes 

D. fr scalding 

Ae mos s/o Celia 

Sane of Ray 
Died in Coleman 
Wife of William 
Fat/Mrs E.Berryman 

Nee: Hitchcock 
D. in Portland OR 

Sie: Eli' A Shoup 

sis/o Mrs J Reed 

Ch/o Joe ae 4 rna 

Sie Mrs D A Mills 

Ae 19 yre 
Sie/o Mrs J Watts 

Ae 8 yre dau/o Sam 

Infant 8/0 Wm 

Dau/o William 
Buried in La Porte 

Ae 77 years 
Father: James 

Child of John 
Child of Charles 

Ae 2 yr s/o Wm R 
Coue G Rockwell 
Mot G & L Warner 

Father: Erwin 

Lve wife/ 2 child 
Mot/o Charles 
Bur Carsonville 
Father: Neleon 
Fat/Mre R.C.Herald 

BUr Homer 
D. in Homer Twp 
Mot/o Dr J Hickey 
Br% Dr J P 

Res: Lee Twp 

Ae yre 

D. in Delano MN 

1892 
1918 
1846 
]9]7 

]845 

1842 

1878 

1880 

]827 

19]9 

1876 

]839 
]837 
]894 
]863 
1832 
1897 

183] 

1842 

May/]3 
Oct/]4 
Feb/07 
Oct/]4 

Jun/22 

Jan/]2 

Nov/02 

Oct/02 

Dec/08 

Apr/28 
Aug/22 
Sep/02 
Dec/23 

Aug/26 

Oct/08 

Mar/IS 

1893 
1894 
]891 

]901 
]918 
19]8 
]9]8 
]9]8 
]913 
]917 
]901 
190] 
]895 
]9]8 
]920 
1908 
19]5 
]9]4 
]90] 
1908 
]913 
]9]4 
]9]9 
1897 
]9]8 
1894 
]898 
]9]7 
19]8 
189] 
]9]1 
] 917 
19]6 
1915 
]920 
]9]0 
]9]6 
190] 
]907 
]899 
]902 
]902 
]908 
]919 
1892 
19]0 
19]8 
19]8 
]910 
1897 
]892 
]9]7 
]909 
]912 
]919 
1900 
1902 
1910 
]920 
]896 
]909 
1908 
1908 
1911 
]9]8 
]9]4 
]916 
]91] 
]917 
19]6 
]901 
1914 
1905 
1905 
]915 
1910 
19]5 
1918 
1895 
1890 
19]4 
]914 

Jun 
Aug 
Apr 
Oct/04 

Sep/08 
Jan/26 
Apr/03 

Sep/03 
Jul/)] 
Jan/O] 
Jul/25 
Mar/]4 

Nov 

Oct 

Mar/]2 
Nov/04 
Nov/]5 

Sep 

Jul/O] 

Aug/20 

Oct 

Apr/]O 
Dec/]O 

Dec/03 
Jul/16 
Mar/30 
Apr/02 

Dec/]4 

Mar/]3 

Jan/29 
Jan/]5 

Mar/27 

Apr/29 

May/3] 

Jan 
Oct 

Sun 
Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 

Sun 
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INFORMATION about 

MIDLAND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 


Our society meets on the 3rd wed. of sept., 
oct., Nov., Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May 
in the lounge of the Grace A. Dow 
Memorial Library, 1710 w. st. Andrews 
Drive, Midland, MI 48640. Visitors 
are always welcome. watch the Midland 
Daily News for upcoming speakers, dates, 
and times. 

Membership dues are $10.00 for single and 
$12.50 for a couple and can be paid after 
July 1, but must be paid by Sep. 30 to 
continue receiving the Pioneer Record. 
Dues may be paid at any meeting or may be 
sent to the Membership Chairman, Midland 
Genealogical Soc. at the above address. 




